4i4      ST. AUGUST1NK AND HIS AGK
Africa,   Augustine  could  only  recall   with  hit
sorrow  that   hut  for  his   own   counsel   Bon if:
would   he   praying   in   some obscure   monasti
instead of blundering in a net oi political intrig
There  are   few  of us  to-day  who  will   sh;
Augustine's grief that  he dul  not   withdraw I
ablest   soldier   of the   empire   from   its   servi
however  strongly we  may  think   it   would  hi
averted or  postponed  the   disaster.      (Vloreov
true to  his spiritual  ideal, Augustine was not
much  concerned  about   the  materiul   disaster
about  Boniface's  moral  lapse.     In  422   Honit"
had been sent to Spain on an imperial eummissi
and there the blue eyes and fair locks of a Van
princess had seduced  him from his vow.    Th
was this consoling circumstance,  says   Augusti
that he compelled  1'elagia to become a C'atht
and Trinitarian before he married her.    I Iowe\
his daughter received  Arian  baptism, and  Ar
prelates had influence in  bin court.     It was c1
said that he was nol  content  with  the allect
of his own wife.    Still he fought  the  battles
the empire with great skill and vigour, reeer
exceptional honours at  Rome in 425,  and  '
loyal to the empress-mother in her most :wxi<
moments.it' A cci inli'tij1; d« Attj'.usfinr, thr l.itrj Mami'ljr.mi lirld that the clrinciils of light urn- l.u);r!y iui}iiiMiiirtl in irtrtittf itniwiilit atul lliry tri'tainly held tliat lijr.ht wa>, rrlf.i-.nl f'rtim anyfliiiif, wlirn it wa^ t-atcn by tin1 t'li-t't. I'liat wa*. a y,«nnl inunilarum tor « Ic^ciul, at leant.              51
